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spirit. To him the Revolution was not the commencement
of the regeneration of humanity, but the opening of a career
for his personal ambition, and, as M. Sorel says, he played with
it as De Eetz, at a former period, had played with the revolu-
tionary spirit at the time of the Fronde.1 In spite of his
intriguing spirit, he was a sincere opponent of anarchy and dis-
order, and an advocate for a strong government. Good govern-
ment and order could only, he believed, be restored by means of
the army. But the army was itself undermined by the spirit
of the Revolution, and its efficiency and order could only be
restored by a successful war Against what nation, then, could
a successful and a popular war be waged ? Against Austria,
and against Austria without allies. It is in this last point
that the influence of his great teacher Favier could be seen.
Dumouriez had brought back from his campaigns in the Seven
Years' War a sincere admiration for Frederick the Great and
his army, and a thorough detestation for Austria and the
Austrian alliance. It was this which had recommended him
to Favier and the small group of thinkers and actors, who
played a part in the secret policy of Louis XV., and this also
which had kept him from, power and employment as long as
Marie Antoinette, by whose marriage the Austrian alliance
was perpetuated, retained her influence. But now at last he
was in office, and he determined to carry his ideas into practice
and to attack Austria. In doing so he believed he was
returning to the policy of Richelieu and Mazarin, which had
made France a great nation; and it is of the greatest im-
portance to lay weight upon his belief and his policy, J&r it
was universally adopted by the statesmen of the Revolutio\
and lies at the heart of the transactions, which ended in tho
treaties of Basle in 1794. But that France should fight
Austria successfully, Austria must be isolated, and to isolate
her was the first aim which Dumouriez set before himself.

1 Un General diplomats <w temps de la Revolution, by Albert Sorel, in
Eevue des Deux Mondes, July 15, 1884, p. 307, This article, winch was
continued m August 1 and 15, contains the most lucid description of tho
character and policy of Dumouriez.